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Dolhotbppressihevidowbriheldrphan
Exodus[22:21026

Y oulbhallThotOll0treatinyBvidowbr
orphan.
“Ifouldlolnistreatfhem,O0villlheed
theirbutcrylhsoonhsiheyCrylbutio
Me. “Andlnylhnger(hallblazeforth
anddBvilllputFoulolhelword,hind
yourfvives[khalllbecomeBvidows,lhind
your[¢hildren[brphans.
“IfoullendnoneytolMylpeople,Rolthe
poorOvhoOsOnGrourlpower,flohotct
towardhem[hshEreditor;exactho
interestfromfhem.
“Iffoultakeourtheighbour’s[garment
in[pledge,JoulinustGeturnftiothim
beforelthelbunlbets. “ItMsthisldbnly
clothing,theoleltoveringforthiskin,
infvhatlelseShallhe$leep?MThereforelf
helriesibutfolMe,OBvilllpaylheed, Forll

am[tompassionate.

Read|this[text(aloud, inHebrew andinEnglish. Youmay read itiall the way through,
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orlonelverselatldtime, stoppingtoldiscussland(clarify themeanig/of(éach(verse.
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Consider(therelationships in(thisltext.[Who!doesthis/text/speak(to?

What(does this(textteachlaboutpoverty?

How Wwouldlyouldescribe God’stelationship withthepoorin(thistext?
Whatlis/therelationshipof the[poor tothe wealthy, @and(thewealthy tothe poor?
How would [youdescribe, inlthistext,(God s [Felationship withyou, thelone who

reads(orhearsthis(part/ofthe(Torah?

And whatldoes(thistext/demand [oflyyou?
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GodhasMade@nefor@hedther
Psiktalil’RaviKahanalR8

Infhelaysbfprosperity,[enjoyRhe
prosperity”[{EcclesiasteslV: 14).[R.
Tanchum[bar[Chiyyal$aid,ifinRhelfays[Of
your[fellowlinan’s[proposperity,rejoice
withthim.[AndOnRhel#laysDfhdversity,
reflect. Offhdversityltonfronts{ourfellow,
considerfhowolflolakindnesshndbave
him....
ButOvhyl#oes[GodEreatebothpoor
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peoplelandiichpeople?OnbrderforGhem
tolllrawlFichesfrom[eachbther,[hsOtays,
‘Godlhasinade®neforfhebther’[ibid.)
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Poverty Relief [TA dcommunity Responds

Sustainingpoorpeoplelisvery(¢learly an obligationforthe wholelof[Society [in[the
Torah. Indeed,muchlof(the[Torahlis[takenuip[Wwithlan explanation of[thetangelof
measureslinvolved. Theselincludelagriculturalassistance(the[settinglasidelof[the
corners|of(thelfield, the(fallen'sheaves/and(other(fallenproduce)land(the ma’aser(oni,
thetenth[oflal¢rop(setlasidefor the[poor..Members of thelcommminuty[Wwerelalso
responsible forllending[money(to prevent.destitution and for redeeming/relatives
wholwerelforced, [throughleconomicl¢ircumstances, [tolsell themselveslintolslavery
(whichlin[dertain/periodsiseemstohavebeen/quite[Common).

Muchater(therabbis[dreated [a mumberof[Systems/for(sustainingthepoor(thatiwere
compulsorylinCevery community[in[thel JewishUworld. [ The tamchuilwaslafood
collectionmadelevery.day by[threelmembersLof the[community, [ Wholwouldthen
distributelittothose[wholdid mothavelenoughltolivelon/forthat/day.

Thekuppah waslal¢ash(fund(alsolc¢ollected from[évery member ofthe community.[It
wasldistributed leachFridayfolanyone who!did mothaveléenoughmoney o buyfood
forlthefollowingweek.

Everyonelwaslobliged [to[give.[AnyoneWhomoved[tola'hewtownwas[obliged to
giveltothe kuppahlafterlivingtherefor threeldays.Stayingmorethanthree months
meantlalpersonthadtolcontribute[to[thelcommunalfunds.[This(was calculated by
gabbaie tsedakkah, twolindividualsiiwholiwvereWell trusted [by[the[communitylasla
whole, [0n/anlindividualbasis. Eachpersonhad fo/dontributeld minimum(0f10% and
almaximum!(of20% [of their[annual ‘wealth.[[Taxes, to[therulinglauthorities, Were[a
seperatematter].
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Maimonides Lawsof Giftsforithe[Poor9:12

IfthnylpersonbettlesinhownForthree
days,Ivelforcelhimoltontribute
tsedakkahliothe kuppah,lalongfvithhe
otherffownsfolk.
Iffhel$ettlesdorfhreeinonths,GveJorce
himfoltontribute@olthe tamchusi,
afterf¥ixOnonthsfveforcelhimfollonate
moneyfioheltlothingfundfortlothing
thepoorbfthefown,
afterthinenonthsBveforcethimhimo
contributeffolhelburialfundforihe
poor,
tolprovide[for[allGheirhecessarylburial
needs.

Nolexemptions
BabylonianTamud Gittin 8a

Master[Futralbaid,
evenlhpoorpersonivholilependsidbn
tsedakkahforlburvival

must[give fsedakkah.
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Questions

Whatlroleldoesyoursynagoguelplaylinlalleviatingpoverty?

Whatrolemightlorishouldourldommunitesplay?

Todaywemightlsay(therelis/atension between/the need Hescuepeoplefromthe
immediateproblemstheyface,@andthe needtoladdress(theldauses/oftheir[poverty.
How mightyourJewishidommunity(dolsomething(to(gettolgripswiththisproblem?
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